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system both English parties were now for dislodging,   c Liberals by tenure acts,  and  Conservatives,  along   N-with Bright, by purchase.    Mr. Balfour's party was barren of institutions by which the country could be governed for the future.   To this part of the problem he declined to offer a contribution, content to rest upon  Swift's  undeniable  fundamental,   that  eleven men fully armed are a match for one man in his shirt.
Another piquant change was the appearance of Hartington and Chamberlain at the end of the front Opposition bench, separated by me from the great heresiarch who had for so many years been their leader. Our mutual asides in the course of debates and incidents were entirely frank, but they had little significance then, and now they have none. The first of them was a surprise to the House. He intervened frequently, and whenever he intervened he spoke with unexpected force, weight, gravity, and temper, that fortified any of our enemies that needed it, and impressed or shook any of our friends with an inclination to backsliding.
IV
It was about this time, and partly owing to my LO: prominent association for the moment with a country Ac predominantly Catholic, that I had the privilege of becoming acquainted with Lord Acton.   Friendship is a relation that has many types.   On none did I presume to set a more special value than on my intercourse with this observant, powerful, reflective, marvellously full mind.   He saw both past history as a whole and modern politics  as  a whole.    He was a profound master of all the lights and shades